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English Common Law – its history and application in the USA’s legal system
He English Common Law refers to a system of law that is founded on unwritten act formed by past court decisions. It traces its roots back to the early middle age in the Kings Court. The court existed as a sole royal court (“Origins of American Law | Boundless Political Science,” 2019). The United States was the first continent to practice English Common Law through its first English Colonist who identified common law as their birthright.   Contrary to the civil law which is based on statutory codes, the English common law is based on previous legal judgement or patterns of legal decisions that guide similar cases when they arise. The previous decisions are referred to as precedent, which may not necessarily refer to a single ruling but various cases following a certain pattern of ruling, and accepted social practices that came prior to it.
The US still applies common law in its’ rulings and is acceptable in all states except Louisiana that often base its ruling on the French civil Code. The US applies the Common Law as a general law of the state except in situations where statue provides different rule. Judges form common law through written views that are obligatory on imminent ruling of subordinate courts in a similar jurisdiction (“Origins of American Law | Boundless Political Science,” 2019). Certain areas of the law especially those relating to property, torts and contracts are conventionally based on the common law. In the United States, each state has its own common law as it changes over time. Although rarely, the United States which is a member of the commonwealth nations is influenced by other ruling by member countries. However, it only does so in situations where America has no ruling on point and the law and facts at issue are almost undistinguishable.


References
Origins of American Law | Boundless Political Science. (2019). Retrieved from Lumenlearning.com website: https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-politicalscience/chapter/origins-of-american-law/
‌
